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    Lovingly serving the kids in Arkansas that have 

dual sensory impairments and additional disabilities 

The Arkansas Department of Education, Special Education Unit, is 

pleased to announce that the Children and Youth with Sensory Impair-

ments (CAYSI) Project has been awarded a new grant beginning in Octo-

ber 2013 and continuing until September 2018. The purpose of this grant 

is to promote academic achievement and improve results for children with 

dual sensory impairments. CAYSI is proposing to accomplish this by facili-

tating collaborative partnerships among families of children with dual sen-

sory impairments, early intervention, specialists, special education and 

regular education, and related services personnel. 

The anticipated outcomes of this proposal will be demonstrated by: (1) de-

livery of technical assistance and training for personnel providing services 

to children with deaf-blindness; (2) collaboration with parent centers to 

train parents as advocates for their children; (3) increased knowledge and 

ability of school personnel and partners to use evidence-based practices; 

(4) shared responsibility of providers and partners to plan and develop pol-

icies and practices that lead to improved outcomes; and (5) communica-

tion and participation with national organizations including a partnership 

with the Southeast Deaf-blind Project Team to share resources, activities, 

and technical assistance on successful research and evidence-based 

practices for children with deaf-blindness.  

The CAYSI Project staff is very excited about this new grant award and 

look forward to all the exciting new collaborations and relationships that 

will be established in the next 5 years in order to better serve our CAYSI 

students and their families. 

Contents: 

 

Grant Award/Staff        1                

 

Success Stories           2                           

  

Spotlight                       3                                   

 

Educators Corner         4                        

 

Resources                    5                                     

 

Trainings                      6                              

 

Trainings                      7                                     

Enthusiasm moves 

the world. 

Arthur Balfour 

I arise full of eagerness and energy, knowing well what achievement lies ahead of me. 

Zane Grey 

New Grant Award - 2013-2018  

 

April 2014 

 

CAYSI Staff 
The CAYSI Project is proud to welcome back into our fold, Jana Villemez, 

as the Family Consultant. Words cannot express how pleased we are to 

have Jana return to us after a 6 month absence. She has been invaluable 

in establishing relationships with parents as well as organizing ongoing 

parent groups and connecting with other state and national organizations. 

Welcome home Jana! 

The CAYSI Project is also thrilled with the addition of an administrative as-

sistant, Alexia Mahomes. Alexia is a breath of fresh air to CAYSI with her 

youth, eagerness, and enthusiasm. Alexia is proving to be a great asset to 

CAYSI as well as to parents, teachers, and administrators across the state. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/z/zanegrey306879.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/z/zane_grey.html
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Peyton Crosno from Paragould enjoys performing in pageants! She also attended the 2013 Tran-

sition Institute in North Carolina along with her mother and father. Peyton used her skills she learned 

from her beauty pageants - leadership, singing, music production, and performing in front of an audi-

ence! We are proud of you Peyton! Please see our training section on the upcoming 2014 Transition 

Institute in Florida this summer!  

 

 

Zach Williams from Batesville is a talented poet, musician, and video gamer! 

Poet of the Week, Southern High              

School Weekly Newspaper, 2013 

 

 Words…  

 One of the many things you can’t take back in life,  

 Once you’ve said the words it’s already too late; 

           You can’t take them back, 

 No matter how hard you try, it cannot be done. 

 A person’s words are as deadly as a gun or sword, 

 They can cause a lot of damage once said. 

 Some people’s words can cut you very deep 

          If you let them, 

 And also some people’s words can help heal 

          Even the deepest wounds, 

                   If you will let them. 

  By Zach Williams 

CAYSI Spotlight — Young Adults Succeeding! 

Today you are you! That is truer than true! There is no one alive who is you-er than you! 

Dr. Seuss 
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Mountain View School District goes the extra mile for their kids and Eysiah Hegenbart is certainly a 
great example. The educational team at the junior high works together to ensure that Eysiah’s pro-
gramming fits all of his specific needs. This team is headed by his main teacher, Jennifer Schubert, 
who teaches resource for grades 7-9. Jennifer works hard to make sure all the puzzle pieces fit to-
gether for this student. Skip Thurman, who is also an LPN, is with Eysiah all day. Skip met Eysiah 
when he was in his wife’s kindergarten class and started as a waiver worker with him. In 2003, the 
district asked Skip to come to work with Eysiah full time and has been with him ever since. Now that 
is dedication! Other members of the team include Mr. Bishop, the Art teacher, and Mr. Breeding, the 
Band Director. Eysiah even served as the mascot last year for Mountain View! Eysiah receives OT 
from Jan Townsley, Vision services from Marsha Clark at ESVI, and his Transition needs from Car-
rie Tuttle, AR Transition Services. Mandy McElroy, the self-contained teacher, also helps out with 
Eysiah and includes him in Special Olympics. Also included in this team is the support and dedica-
tion of the administration staff and most importantly his mother, Loreena Hegenbart. 

The school has a separate treatment room for Eysiah to be taken to for his medical and daily living 
needs. His mother came to the school and decorated it so it would be personalized just for him. 

Eysiah is also involved in Therapeutic Horseback Riding at Anderson’s Promise Land in Batesville. 
The school allows Skip to go with Eysiah and his mother once a week during school hours to at-
tend. Deb Rees from Promise Land said, “He cannot do a lot with his body but his smile and his 
eyes let you know how his ride is going!” 

A big “Awesome!” goes out to this school district and family. What an example you set for other 
education teams across Arkansas!! 

 

 

 

The single most important thing in a child's performance is the quality 

of the teacher. Making sure a child spends the maximum amount of 

time with inspirational teachers is the most important thing. 

Michael Gove 

  Eysiah and the Mountain View School District 

All that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my angel mother. 

Abraham Lincoln 
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CAYSI Spotlight — Power of Teamwork! 
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Take Advantage of these Great Training 

Opportunities for Families! 

Project SPARKLE Boot Camp         
Springdale, Arkansas 

Save the Date!!  May 15, 2014 
CAYSI is sponsoring this training in collaboration with the Community Parent Resource Center 

(CPRC) in Springdale.  

 

Jana Villemez, CAYSI Family Consultant will lead this training through video, discussion, simulations, and 
activities related to:   

 
Deaf-blindness—What is it? Does it really describe my child? How can we compensate for my child’s vision 
and hearing loss? 
 
Vision—Impact of combined vision and hearing loss; vision loss adaptations and devices. 
 
Hearing—How it works; hearing problems; testing; hearing loss adaptations and devices. 
 
Touch—The importance of touch; early experiences with touch; using touch as the basis for communica-
tion. 
 
Concept Development—Concepts are the ideas that help us understand the “why” and “meaning” of 
things. 
 
Intervention—A critical issue to be addressed when considering appropriate intervention is to look at the 
environment as a whole. 

    Family Resources 

Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn. 

Benjamin Franklin 

 

 

Mittie Greening at Friendship Pediatric Services of NW Arkansas enlisted the help of her husband to 
build this swivel board that has a multitude of uses for her students with CVI. Mittie is always coming 
up with new and exciting things to better help the children she serves. Feel free to contact her if you 
would like more information on how this was built and she will be happy to help you. Mittie Greening, 
Friendship Community Care, Inc. greeningm@fccare.org  479-524-2456 

 

Educator’s Corner 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/benjaminfr383997.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/benjamin_franklin.html
mailto:greeningm@fccare.org
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Family Resources – Stay Informed and connect with other parents! 

Hurray for Smart phones!! Register for free on these websites, sign up to receive emails, sub-

scribe to their newsletter, follow on Twitter, and like them on Facebook to get up-to-date news 

feeds! 

 

Wonder Baby.org   http://www.wonderbaby.org/  
Perkins School for the Blind funds this project for parents who have younger children. Parents share 

informative issues on their child’s disability, celebrations, interventions, medical insight, and recrea-

tional and educational resources. You also have opportunities to win great resources for your child! 

Check out the YouTube videos to see how parents are using iPad Apps for visually impaired children 

and favorite videos on Hands & Touch. 

 

Parenting Special Needs Magazine http://parentingspecialneeds.org/  
This is a free on-line magazine that provides great information, suggestions, and inspiration for par-

ents of children with special needs.  Check out their Special Spotlights on advocating for your child, 

adjusting to the change from school year to summer, and spring break ideas to entertain your chil-

dren.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Center on Deaf-Blindness https://nationaldb.org/families 

 

 

 

 

  

     Additional Resources   

Appreciation is a wonderful thing: It makes what is excellent in others belong to us as well. 

Voltaire 

 

Parents, educators, advocates, and attorneys come to Wrights Law for free on-line, accurate, reliable 

information about special education law, education law, and advocacy for children with disabilities 

Learn more about what an Intervener is and how they bring access to information to a child. Check 
out the Intervener Parent Booklet and begin the journey of understanding the newly developed train-
ing for individuals who care for children with deafblindness. 

This is our ‘Go To’ website!!  CAYSI would not be able to operate without the assistance and collabo-
ration of this program and the passion that is behind it. Check out the great videos and stories of 
families telling their stories. Learn more about family engagement and how you are a leader and ad-
vocate for your child.   

Also, check out The New York Deaf-Blind Collaborative Monthly Webinar Series  https://
nationaldb.org/events/detail/0/183 Free webinars for families, providers, and other professionals who 
are wanting to learn more about working with children who are deafblind. Log-in instructions will 
guide you to the webinars. Any questions, please email nydbc@qc.cuny.edu or you can contact Jana 
Villemez at jana.villemez@arkansas.gov, 501-682-4222. 

Interveners and Children Who Are Deafblind  http://intervener.org/  

Wright’s Law http://www.wrightslaw.com/  

http://www.wonderbaby.org/
http://parentingspecialneeds.org/
https://nationaldb.org/families
http://www.wrightslaw.com/
https://nationaldb.org/events/detail/0/183
https://nationaldb.org/events/detail/0/183
mailto:nydbc@qc.cuny.edu
mailto:jana.villemez@arkansas.gov
http://intervener.org/
http://www.wrightslaw.com/
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Arkansas Disability Coalition’s 2014 Inclusive Education Conference 

For Parents of Children with Disabilities 

May 1-2 at Clarion Hotel Medical Center, 925 South University, Little Rock, AR 

No Registration Fees, Meals Provided, Overnight lodging provided Thursday for Parents  

Living More than 50 Miles away from Little Rock 

Topics Include: Navigating the Education System, Positive Behavior Supports, Health Related  

Information, and Comprehensive Resource Information 

Call or email 1-800-223-1330 adcinfo@adcpti.org for registration information. 

 
SUMMER CAMP POSSIBLITY! 

Check out Camp Barnabas in Purdy, Missouri. 

 www.campbarnabas.org/  417-476-2565. One of our CAYSI mothers reports that this camp has 

been an awesome experience for her son who also has multiple disabilities. The camp sessions 

vary and are set up for children, young adults, and older adults with disabilities. Limited scholar-

ships are available for campers.  

 Training 

Learning never exhausts the mind. 

Leonardo da Vinci 

 

Southeast DeafBlind Transition Institute, Date and location to be determined at a later time 

CAYSI has been collaborating with 11 other states to provide a weekend for young adults and their 

parents.  CAYSI will be contacting interested parents and their children who are looking for the 

growing experience in empowerment and leadership in their lives for the future. 

iPad Boot Camp – April 24, 2014 

For Special Educators and Therapists 

Location:  

University of AR Global Campus, Pinnacle One Bldg. Suite 421, 3300 Market Street, Rogers, AR 72758  

Presented by Easter Seals Outreach 

Course Description: 

Students in special education settings present with diverse learning needs. The use of assistive 

technology in special education classrooms can play a key role in improving access to instruction, 

curriculum and tools to accommodate their learning needs. Without question, use of the iPad has 

been widely incorporated into classrooms. 

During this hands-on workshop we will explore the basics of assistive technology (AT), AT and the 

IEP process, frameworks for conducting a technology needs assessment, and considerations for 

iPad use and helpful apps related to communication, literacy, math, writing, visual schedules/

organization and vocabulary. 

Contact Person: Dianna Griffe, Easter Seals Arkansas Outreach; Contact Number: 501-227-3770; Email: 

dgriffe@eastersealsar.com; Website: www.eastersealsar.com 

*If you are interested in this training please check on the Easter Seals AR website for additional dates and 

locations at: http://eastersealsar.com/Easter%20Seals/Trainings 

mailto:adcinfo@adcpti.org
http://www.campbarnabas.org/
mailto:dgriffe@eastersealsar.com
http://www.eastersealsar.com/
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Food for Thought: Addressing Feeding and Swallowing Concerns for Preschool and  
School-age Children 

Presenters: Aleecia Starkey MSP, CCC-SLP & Jeff Adams M.S., CCC-SLP 

Intended Audience: 

     *Part A: SLPs, OTs, Nurses, Special Education Teachers and Administrators 
     *Part B: Schedule to be announced for paraprofessionals and others providing hands-on feeding 
  
Course Description: 
The number of children with feeding and swallowing disorders is increasing in preschool and school 
settings, garnering national and state attention. Research has shown that successful meal/snack 
times have a significant impact on student access to free and appropriate public education. In order 
to promote effective mealtime participation with students who are at risk, information related to feed-
ing and swallowing needs to be available to all members of the school or early intervention 
team. Participants will learn practical strategies for working with children who have feeding and 
swallowing problems in schools. Problem-based learning will be used to address the myriad of is-
sues that can co-occur. 
  
What you will learn: 

 The relationship between nutritious, safe, and pleasant meal/snack times to academic development in preschool 
and school-age settings. 

 Ways to identify the signs of feeding and swallowing problems. 

 Strategies for building communication and learning opportunities into meal/snack times. 

 Collaborative teaming options to enhance overall meal/snack time in schools. 

 Methods to facilitate information exchange between schools and parents/caregivers. 

Registration fee: $110.00 

Online Registration: www.eastersealsar.com "Trainings" or Fax registrations to 501-227-3771 

Workshop Date: Tuesday, May 6, 2014; Location: Comfort Inn and Suites, 320 Nash Street, Hot Springs, AR 71913; 
Contact Person: Dianna Griffe Easter Seals Arkansas Outreach; Contact Phone Number: 501-227-3770; Email: 
dgriffe@eastersealsar.com; Website: www.eastersealsar.com. 

Workshop Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2014; Location: Southwest AR Ed Coop, 2502 South Main Street, Hope, AR 71801; 
Contact Person: Dianna Griffe, Easter Seals Arkansas Outreach; Contact Number: 501-227-3770; Email: 
dgriffe@eastersealsar.com; Website: www.eastersealsar.com. 

Workshop Date: Thursday, May 15, 2014; Location: Easter Seals Arkansas Outreach Training Facility, 3724 Woodland 
Heights Road, Little Rock, AR 72212; Contact Person: Dianna Griffe, Easter Seals Arkansas Outreach; Contact Num-
ber: 501-227-3770; Email: dgriffe@eastersealsar.com; Website: www.eastersealsar.com. 

 

 

Marthakay.asti@arkansas.gov - Director 

Jana.villemez@arkansas.gov - Family Consultant 

Joni.whitener@arkansas.gov - Education Consultant 

Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much. 

Helen Keller  

 
Training 

The content of this publication was developed under a grant from the 

US Department of Education, #H326T130036.However, the contents 

do not necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of 

Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the federal 

government. Project Officer, Gregory Knollman 

http://www.eastersealsar.com/
mailto:dgriffe@eastersealsar.com
http://www.eastersealsar.com/
mailto:dgriffe@eastersealsar.com
http://www.eastersealsar.com/
mailto:dgriffe@eastersealsar.com
http://www.eastersealsar.com/

